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Mid-November marks a psriod which|but against a new enemy, brought into the
may well be accepted as the end of the! conflict by & conviction that the defeat of
ampaign of 1916, It is conceivable, it is| the Central Powers was not only certain,
even probable, that in the next few months but imminent—an expensive miscalcula-
we shall see the extension of several oper- tion, it would appear.
ations now proceeding. We may see the. Let us go back for a moment and ex-
fal! of Bapsume and Péronne, we may see | cmine the situation as Berlin saw it in

the guccess of the Germans in the south- January, 1916, just about two months
east and the capture of Bucharest; but before the real campaign of the present
these would be st most merely the com- vear opened. At that moment German
pletion of incidents of the campaign of:High Command reckoned that Russia was

e current vear. Actually, the length of out of the war for a long time, as a result

4ys and the weather conditions must put, of the defeats of the previous year. This
2 term to larer strategic conceptions for| Was & correct calculation; Russia was out
the present season. of the war for at least five months. In

What, then, shall one say of the third this time it would be safe for Germany to

|ignore Russia, as she had chosen to ignore

| Russia in 1914,
|

tampaign, the third year of the war? To
burrow the phrase of the prize ring, the

frst round, the campaign of 1914, was in Berlin’s Calculation
the larger sense a triumph for the Allies. At th i Berli
Against the German occupation of Bel- B

the British army would be incapable of
| effective interposition in the West for a
W equal amount of Austrian territory, long time. This was a correct calculation,
@d in the field. the Marne, the bgtt]es-"l”‘ It was not until July 1 that the
of Flanders, the battles about Lemherz.ii:::: t:r::: ;“':h:d # mn;nm‘m r::a:
were more than a counterbalance to the|’ : rench commandar in ‘e
early German successes in the West md!nuﬁcwnuy & to warrant the opening

of a general offensive. Berlin could cal-

the single docisive victory of Tannenberg, §
decllivs becatse it saved East Prussia, |CTiate and did calculate that for a con-

gum and much of Northern France
there stood the Russian occupation of

The Second Round i

But the second round, the campaign of |
1915, was even more incontestably a suc-|mated the time—there would be only
"8 for the Central Powers. In the West|I'rance to face an attack, as there had, to

ere was the victory before Ypres, sig- &l intents and purposes, been only France

talized by the use of poison gas; there in 1914.
¥ere the wuccessful repulses of Allied at-
s in Champagne and Artois, while in
' Bust there was the tremendous battle
fitcess ut the Dunajec and the invasion of

which carried the troops of Aus-
% and Germany deep into Russia, re-
fited practically all that had been Iostl

" year before in Galicis and gave Rus-|of time.
“an Poland to Germany. Finally there sound. Therefore Austria might turn her

%3 the brilliantly successful drive; attention to Italy, crush through the Tren-

hrough Serbia to Bulgaris, which/tine front and enter the Venetian Plain,

trushed Serbis and bound Constantinople| taking up the historic position in the

% Berlin, In this category, too, must M'Quadrilntru!. conquering Venetia and

Teckoned the successful Turkish defence_:.boli&hins the Italisn peril to Trieste.

of Gallipoli and the Austrian repulse of With such disasters as were thus to be

lalian attacks at the frontier. | prepured, Italy might be expected to suc-

In 1916, however, the advantage has cumb, to break into revolution and dis-
aguin, less decisively perhaps, but appear from the war.

*"dl! less patently. In the larger Rnul In sum total, then, Berlin began the

seen’the loss of the initiative by the campaign of 1916 with two clear ob-

&, which was, to be sure, lost in jectives: the German effort was to be di-

but was regained in 1915; it has|rected sgainst France with the design to

- the crushing defeat of all but one of |crush France and compel her to make a

strategical conceptions, and separate peace; the Austrian effort was to

victory of importance has been|be directed ageinst Italy with & similar

against Germany’s earlier foes,|purpose. Britain was to be ignored, Rus-

out, although Berlin both in the case of

{lem of Italy. But the Balkan situation
had been cleaned up. Austrin had a
reserve of troops freed by the destruction
of Serbia, Bulgaria could be relied upon
with Turkish aid to look after the Barrail
forces at Salonica for an indefinite period
This calculation was wholly

I

The great German effort at Verdun lasted
five months; it cost half a million casual-
ties and it gained nothing important, for
the small sections of the actual defences
|of Verdun which were captured were sub-/
Enequently relinquished. As for the Italian
| venture, it terminated about the time the
| Russian attack in the East began. At the

cutset it made more progress tharf tl?e; against the Russiars has been abandoned;
Verdun drive; at the crest of the wave it'the Russian successes in the summer
| seemed as if it would realize its main pur- gtand. More than this, for the moment,
| Lose; but now the Italians hold all of the gt jeast, the German Transylvanian army
|ground they lost on the Trentine front, ynder Falkenhayn is stopped; if it re-
save a few miles of unimportant t1‘1'1"”'("'3'-:Il'ml.ins checked the net effect will be that
i(}ermany and Austria have seen four hun-
) ; . _ dred miles added to the front they must
it ey i 1 e s it s e
mand, which dominates the whnl.c AIlied!:l::mmB:u:;T Bl inciesiog fa: uivhets
strategy, accepted the gauntlet of l:er-‘ ’

many and undertook to hold off the Ger- An American Parallel

man flood for the period in which B"imi“‘ Americans can find a good parallel fo
'and Russia were necessarily unable 0/ the Rummanian incident in the following:

by Rumania, while a Turko-Bulgar army
|under Mackensen sweeps into the Do-
!brudja and takes Constanza.

Here is the only considerable German
success, It wards off a deadly blow in
shining fashion. But, if Ramania suffers,|
|Russia profits, and the blow planned

French Strategy

|

If one is to measure the results upon the
map one will say that Russia has taken
all of the Bukovina, with much of eastern
Galicia, she has taken Czernowitz, Stan-
islau, Kolomea, she has retaken in her
own territories the fortresses of Lutsk
and Dubno, she has lost nothing anywhere,
and in Asia she has taken Erzerum and
| Trebizond.

l Allies’ Round on Points

| France has regained a few square miles
{of territory only, subtracting the losses
| before Verdun from the gains in the

| Somme, but she has beaten off the recond

| great attack which threatened her with

| destruction. Italy has taken Gorizia and

'drawn near to Trieste, while repulsing the
Trentine drive. Britain has continued
her systematic conquest of German East
Africa, the last and best of German colo-
nies, now almost completely conquered.
To balance this what has Germany

strike. During the better part of five|Syppose that in the second year of the achieved? With Bulgaria and Austria
months the heroic task of France was tu!(‘h.n War the North had persuaded Mex.[bhe has overrun the Dobrudja, she has
hold, with the clear understanding that 5f|ico to attack the Confederacy. Suppose cccupied perhaps 5,000 square miles of
the holding were successful Russia and that Lee had sent Longstreet to meet the Rumanian territory and the city of Con-
Britain would strike as soon as they couid',,ew thrust and he had won & shining ?ic.!stanza. With her allies she has repulsed
get ready. |tory and driven the Mexicans back over!the Allied armies aiming north from Sa-

We perceive how this French conception the Rio Grande out of Texas, which they lonica, and the Rumanian armies, which
Iwurked out. First the German attack on had invaded, and even occupied a portion for a few days overran much of Transyl-
!\'erdun was checked and turned into the ¢ the Mexican coast, including Vera Cruz. | venia.
| Lloodiest repulse of the whole war. Then guch a success would have aholished a is no mistaking the fact that the cam-
Russia, being at last ready, struck in Vol- ew danger; it would have encouraged the paign of 1916 belongs to the Allies on
hynia and Galicia, took 400,000 prisoners, south and depressed the North, but it|peints, to use the prize-ring parlance,

| reconquered more than 10,000 square miles o number of men and the amount of ma- 4nockout and that no knockout is in sight,

Britain and of Russia grossly overesti-| . g ' | i : 2 i
s S - {of Austrian territory, including the whole taria] expended in the successful cam-| Yet the really important thing is not!tories.

A . _ It would have still further weak-|the territory occupied, but the question
came 8o menacing that Austria had to re- uned the South if it remained necessary of human resources. Neither the Russian
call troops from the Italian front, and no y, leave Longstreet with his troops along|advance in Galicia nor the Mackensen

sooner were these troops recalled than (. Rio Grande. idn’ve in the Dobrudja can be compared

|of the Bukovina, This Russian thrust he':paign.

trritory on the Trentine front and, step- . .. i« the measure of the danger warded the progress and prospects of the war.
ping out along the Isonzo, gathered up g o far as the Central Powars are con-| The most significant thing about the year
| Gorizia, advanced materially on the road ... .4  The measure of the Allied defeat 1916 is that it has seen the arrival of
|to Trieste and took a large booty and i, {ha extent to which & great opportunity:'!iritain. speaking in the military sense.

|many thousand prisoners. [to win a sweeping victory has been lost|
{through mistakes that remain Mcndible.!
; e _ |But it is a foolish thing to reckon that the |
.! Meantime the Blrmah. at last bef"g Rumanian defeat has deprived the Allies|
ready, launched their first real offensive of all the profit of Rumanian intervention
in the Somme Valley, aided by the French.-n has done nothing of the sort. On thl;
! who gave the lie toall German claims that contrary, if Rumania is not entirely con-|

Human Resources

In the campaign of 1914 the British
never had 150,000 in line at one time, and
their losses must have been close to
75.000. In the campaign of 1915 the
British may have had 500,000, but the

The Somme Offensive

(ertainly on this statement theml

erals have testified to its progress. Not
before the campaign of 1917 shall we see
the British army at its best.

Beside this development the entrance
‘of Rumania is of small moment, for it
'added but 800,000 first line troops, with a
reserve of about equal numbers behind it
For two years the chief purpose of Allied
strategy has been to ward off the German
blows in the West until the British could
prepare. This purpose has been realized.
The British are prepared, they have in-
tervened effectively to take the burden
off the French. France has not been de-
intrmd. as Germany expected, before the
|Britiuh could get up, and we have had
both at the Somme and before Verdun
recent proof of the force that is still left in
the French army.

Having thus looked at the Allied view of
the third campaign, let us glance at the
German caleulations. First of all, there
is no longer any German dispute aboui
Verdun; that is recognized as a defeat and
confessed in the retirement of Falkenhayn.
Second, there is a full recognition of the
Austrian defeats in Galicia. Such dis-
pute as there is concerns the number of
prisoners taken solely; as for the Gorizia
victory, the map proves it and there can
'Le no dispute. But the German looks at

these things differently.
Germany's Hope

| In the German mind Germany is en-
|gaged in a defensive war against four

t and several minor powers, with Aus-
tria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey as al-

: : ¢ | o .
siderable time—half a year, s it turned o 0 e booty of guns and supplies, would have weakened the South by just always conceding that there has been 1o jioe  In this war Germany has occupied

| vast areas as a result of her initial vies
If she can hold these conquered
she will emerge a winner from
So far she has held all but a
|small fraction and in Rumania she has
|broken new ground. Actually, Germany,
to take the Berlin view, has herself lost

'territories
'the war.

Further than this, there was the prob-/jy.)o reqceupied practically all of the lost f i i g
Italy reoccupied p ¥ 0t| The measure of the victory over Ru-|with the effect of other circumstanc® upon| ..o 0 in 1916, and her allies have had

no serious loss.

" Looking westward, Berlin proclaims that
'after five months the Allies have made
|only insignificant gains, which, according
'to British official figures, have cost the Brit-
lish over 400,000 casualties. The German
|expectation is for a drawn battle hence-
forth. Germany expects that the Allies
'will wear themselves out against her de-
fensive lines, She expects that long be-
fore her lines break financial exhaustion

France was exhausted by taking as many
|prisoners and as much ground as Ger-
many had occupied about Verdun. The
|Somme sttack began in July, and in No-

|vember we still see it progressing with |

!gnina. not large, but unmistakable, still
\being made on a wide front.

The successes of the Russians, the
Franco-British forces and the Italians had

[their effect in Rumania, and Bucharest

joins the war. The result is this: A great
army, with which the Germans had been
preparing to sirike Russia an

'lopt ground and prestige of the summer

-

d regain the|
| much more than counterbalances the Brit-

quered, the ultimate profit will be to the|
Allies, because & new demmnd will thus
be made upon German resources by the
\opening of & new front which must be
permanently manned. In the same way,
Russia will have escaped a new blow anc
will have had time to prepare for a thrust,
if one comes later.

Finally, to round out the score, Treb-
izond and Erzerum in Asia Minor have

Leen captured by ‘_hf Ruuim.u. together gnd the German and their supply of she believes that things will remain as| 1016 most clearly
ish Armenia, and thic munitions is rapidly mounting to the pointithey are, in the main, until her enemies | cortainty that there

!
| wi

th most of Turk

troops had very small tactical value, as will overtake her foes. She believes that
was proven first at Neuve Chapelle ani her substantial success in holding her lines
than at Loos. All through the Freneh this year points toward the realigation of
operations in Artois the British were un- her dream of a peace made on the basis of
able to render effective aid, and they/the map as it stands, which would be a
lacked both guns and munitions all“victorious peace.”
through this time. | At the beginning of the year Germany
But in the campaign of 1916 the Britisk still hoped for a conquest. That hope |
have had upward of 1,500,000 in line, and died in Galicia and before Verdun. Ger-|
they have approximately 3,000,000 trained many is ready to talk peace on the buis{l
reserves behind them. They have heavy of things as they now are in Europe. She
grtillery that surpasses both the French will not talk on any other basis because|

which insures them permanent superior- wear themselves out. She regards the
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peared, she has been able to defeat this
new enemy in brilliant fashion and may
conceivably extend her victory to the oc-
cupation of most of his territory.

Battle Still & Draw

A comparison of the two points of view
must inevitably lead to the conclusion that
the third round of the world struggle has
been a draw, in so far as the question of
a knockout is concerned. Quite as clearly,
it seems to me, a decision based upon
points. must go to the enemies of Ger-
many. But a decision in the matter of
points is of merely passing value, since
the struggle is described on both sides as
a fight to the finish.

Accepting this standard of measure-
ment, it seems to me quite clear that the
progress of the campaign of 1918 does no:
suggest the immediate approach of a
knockout. On the German statement of
the case it has become a defensive battle,
so far as the Central Powers are con-
cerned. But I can see nothing to sug-
gest that this defensive battle will not be
maintained in 1917. The delusion thas
Germany is now failing in man power has
|heen pretty fairly controverted in recen:
months. We may see, we probably shail
see, a shortening of the German lines in the
West before the end of the campaign of
1917, but this will not mean any immediate
change in the whole situation.

The truth of the thing seems to be this:
If Germany csn hold the road to Con-
stantinople, if she can keep Russian Po-
land and Serbia and retain Turkey and
Bulgaria in the war as her allies, she will
win the war, even if she has ultimately to
evacuate Belgium and Northern Franco
and stand on her old frontier. As long
es the situation in the Balkans remains as
it now is, Germany will control the road to
| the East, and this is the prize of theywar
for the Germans, Conversely, there is no
spparent prospect of a suceessful advancy
“rom Salonica that will reach the Danube
or from Rumania that will arrive as
Sofia.

The Cn-'*l of 1918

Unless Germany can persuade Russia to
make a separate peace, she will next year
be subjected to far greater pressure, much
heavier losses in men and probably far
greater losses in territory, than she has
suffered in 1918, The campaign of 1016
has pretty well demonstrated that Ger-
man attack in the West is hopeless, but it
has not proved that Allied attack in the
West will inevitably reach the Rhine. It
tas abolished all the hopes of an early
[-eace, save among the few Americans who
are unable to perceive European condi-
tions as they are and imagine that the
people of the nations at war, as contraste |
with the governments, are ready to msake
peace at any price.

Perhaps the thing that the eampaign of
ts to is the moral

be a campaign of
1918,



